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the War Office, although he assured a high official
that he had a virgin mind (eliciting the slightly
menacing response that his visitor was there to
ravish it); and he took steps to simplify the admin-
istration of the area by unified control centred in
the Colonial Office. For Arab questions had been
scarcely manageable under an eccentric system by
which the Foreign Office had administered Palestine
and Trans-Jordania, while the India Office controlled
Irak. These troubled regions were now transferred
to a new Middle East Department of the Colonial
Office; and the Secretary of State, resolved upon
heroic expedients, enlisted Colonel Lawrence in his
administrative team. This intractable eccentric, whose
war service in Arabia had revealed an unmanageable
blend of egoism and ability, was the most singular
of Mr. Churchill's conquests. For he ran satis-
factorily in departmental harness, attended to his
business, and collaborated in the production of a
general settlement which satisfied his own exacting
sense of justice. The divergent claims of Arab
sentiment, war-time promises, British interests, and
Zionist appeals were not easily reconciled; but, in
Lawrence's opinion, Mr. Churchill " in a few weeks
made straight all the tangle, finding solutions ful-
filling (I think) our promises in letter and spirit
(where humanly possible) without sacrificing any
interest of our Empire or any interest of the peoples
concerned.*' Better still, his presentation copy of
The Seven Pillars testified that Mr. Churchill " made
a happy ending to this show."

Following his usual inclination, the Secretary of
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